Southern Dream

Here’s a place that unites every fantasy. Toes in the water, immaculate head in an azure
sky, this late nineteenth century hotel was created on the crest of an oriental wave
instigated by Michel Pacha.

Why make it plain when it can be complex…that could be the motto of the Villa Mauresque,
a turreted, indented and arabesque pearl which has adorned the shores of Boulouris, SaintRaphael since 1882. Pierre Chapoulard, its architect, was surfing the wave of orientalism that
swept through France at that time. Already by the end of the eighteenth century artistic styles
were being influenced by the Orient, particularly rococo: the Lettres Persanes written by
Montesquieu in 1721, Zadig by Voltaire where the quest for simple happiness caricatured an
exoticism from which the romantics would later borrow sensual notes.
The well-off searching for an ideal
This land of abundance, whose refined gardens symbolise the inaccessible Eden, inspires
fantasies. From painting to architecture, all art forms were expressed here, including furniture,
fashion and cuisine. The phenomenon would reach its peak under the influence of Napoleon
(Egyptian campaigns and conquest of Algiers), and of the painter Delacroix or writertravellers like Théophile Gautier or Alexendre Dumas…
Towards the end of the century the well-to-do classes of Europe wandered from one resort to
another, searching for ideal locations with exotic new surroundings, an atmosphere favourable
to a bohemian life style, and a climate so clement that the party never stops…
A buoyant mix of styles
Well, here it is, the perfect spot: the south of France’s glittering coastline, from Hyères to
Menton. With its microclimate that allows gardens a permanent luxuriance, the desire to build
in a neo-Moorish style seems an obvious one. Rich backers and local architects devoted
themselves to this with happy hearts, mixing lightly Indian, Turkish and Moroccan styles, a
minaret here, there a dome, and there again an earthenware façade. But the proud turrets
(merlons) hide classic sloping roofs, extravagant arcs (keyhole windows) and very European
interior spaces.
Such is the case with our Villa Mauresque, a touching mix of oriental refinement and
bourgeois comfort, for the immense pleasure of its guests.
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